
Brenda Martinez is an accordionist, vocalist and BMI registered 
songwriter from San Antonio, Texas. Her preferred style is 
Conjunto music, which has earned her the nickname of 
“La Reina de Polkas.”

Brenda began Brenda began learning to play the accordion as a teen with help 
from her dad, who was also a musician. She continued for several 
years, playing with some of the best in San Antonio, but then 
took a long break. In 2017, wondering if she could still play, she 
picked the instrument up after over a decade of not playing, and 
to her amazement, it all came flooding back to her.

EEver since, she has been determined to get better and better and 
has shared the stage with legends like Gilberto Perez and the one 
and only Flaco Jimenez.

Brenda’s all-instrumental debut album, Favoritas de Mis Padres, was released in December 2019 and produced by Austin-based Rancho 
Alegre Records and is full of classic instrumental polkas, along with a huapango and a reimagined bolero. The selections were 
hand-picked by producer Baldomero Cuellar and Martinez herself, and pay homage to Conjunto greats like Ruben Naranjo, Gilberto 
Perez, Flaco Jimenez, Ruben Vela and more. Rounding out the recording is Brenda’s original polka, “La Galleta (Cookie Polka),” which 
is a nod to her West Side San Antonio roots. The album was recorded at Escalante Music in San Antonio with multi-talented Grammy 
Award winner Oscar Garcia (Los Award winner Oscar Garcia (Los Texmaniacs, Los Garcia Brothers, Nick Villarreal and more) providing exquisite bajo sexto, bass and 
drums on each track. To the delight of Tejano and Conjunto vinyl collectors, Rancho Alegre Records worked with fellow Austin company 
Gold Rush Vinyl to manufacture the album on LP, making it the first vinyl Conjunto album in decades.

Brenda became a voting member of the Recording Academy in 2020 and is already hard at work on original material for her next album.

Favoritas de Mis Padres is available on all digital platforms. CDs and vinyl LPs are available online at https://shop.ranchoalegre.org.

For more about us and our artists, 
visit ranchoalegrerecords.com
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